
 
 

 

  
Sustainable Development Business News 

from MEBC 
 

First established in 1992, MEBC is a business network run as a not-for-profit, limited 
liability company by Midlands’s regional business people to promote sustainable 

development as a sensible business proposition. It is the area’s branch of the Business 
Council for Sustainable Development – United Kingdom 

www.mebconline.com 
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MEBC evening (free) workshop – 4th November 
2009 at Martineau 

MEBC Annual Dinner – 2nd December 2009  

MEBC members and contacts invited to  
BCSD-UK Energy Group Meeting 

Busy RESCO launched on 6 th October – 
Coventry & Warwickshire Chamber of 
Commerce 

Encraft joins MEBC  West Midlands TravelWise Annual Conference - 
23rd October 

 
MEBC evening (free) workshop November 4th -  
Urban Regeneration & Business Opportunity 

 
With more than a quarter of Britain’s carbon emissions being produced from our homes, and with most of 
our existing homes still being in use by 2050, one of the biggest gains in the battle to reduce carbon 
emissions is in the existing housing stock. This “retro-fit” is both an enormous challenge but equally an 
enormous business opportunity. It is a classic sustainable development win with environmental, economic 
and social gains to be won. 
 
Our free to attend workshop, hosted by Martineau in Birmingham, will explore the opportunities and how the 
process of retro-fit can be accelerated. 
 
Speakers will be Rob Annable from AXIS DESIGN on their project work with the Black Country Housing 
Group and the ecoterrace work in Stoke; Matthew Rhodes of ENCRAFT on domestic and small scale 
applications rather than channelling funds through big sexy projects which is inefficient and illusory, and 
Mark Clemson of NEW WORLD SOLAR which has a different business model approach to the 
development of their business based on retro fit regeneration activity but also creating social gains. 

 
December 2nd – MEBC Annual Dinner 
 
Selling well. Have you bought yours yet? In all honesty we thought that in 
the recession and post credit crunch in the West Midlands we would 
struggle with the now well established, networking event-of-the-year, the 
MEBC’s Business Success Dinner.  
BUT – such is not the case with tables selling well and with new names 
being added to this list. So far we have tables from Arup (tbc); Advantage 
West Midlands (tbc); Aston University; Birmingham City Council; Black Country Consortium (x2); 
Environmental Business Communications; Danjim Supply Group; Grant UK; Martineau; New World Solar; 
Sustainability West Midlands (tbc). 
 
Tables of 8 cost £560 plus VAT. Individuals at £80 plus VAT.  More information via jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk 



 

 

 

MEBC members and contacts welcomed at BCSD-UK 
Energy Event – November 16 
 
MEBC is the Midlands regional branch of the Business Council for Sustainable Development – United 
Kingdom which in turn is the UK branch of the World Business Council. BCSD-UK has a very active Energy 
Group led by E.ON and supported by Lafarge.  
 
At the next meeting of the group to be held at Lafarge Cement UK’s HQ near Birmingham International, it is 
hoped to explore subjects such as ROCs, FITs and grants with introductions to the Technology Support 
Board (tbc); Energy Technologies Institute (confirmed) and the Emissions Trading Group.    
 
More information via davidm@ebc-info.co.uk 

 

High degree of networking at busy RESCO launch 
                                                             

                                                       

 
Graham Waddell from AWM summed up the launch of the new AWM RESCO (Renewable Energy Supply 
Chain Opportunities) programme. “Very well organised. Good launch event for this important low carbon 
programme for the region. A good turnout and range of organisations represented”. 
 
RESCO is led by Stafford University and is a £1.4 million project aimed at ensuring regional business 
connect to business opportunities arising in this area. 
 
PowerPoint slides from the launch can be downloaded via mebconline.com 
 
Speakers at the lunch were DOUG SQUIRES, President - Coventry & Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce 
and Managing Director - Squires Gear & Engineering Ltd; MEBC CEO David Middleton; CAROLINE 
JACKSON, Director of Sustainable Business Solutions, Institute for Environment, Sustainability and 
Regeneration, Staffordshire University; ALAN CUMMING, Deputy Director of Construction & Procurement, 
EDF Energy; MATTHEW RHODES, Managing Director, Encraft Ltd; DR COLIN OATES, Senior Fellow, 
Areva T&D UK Ltd; JOHN HILL, Wind Energy Business Development Manager, Converteam Ltd; Dr. 
ANDREA HUMPHRIES, Senior Lecturer in Sustainable Technologies, Harper Adams University College. 
 
The RESCO launch was supported by the MEBC and organised by Environmental Business 
Communications Ltd.  
 
Other comments on the day included “Ideal event for a company like ours. Opened up areas that we would 
not have considered”, Quder Hussain, The Boro Foundry and “The day was extremely informative, 
highlighting the business opportunities within the region very effectively” xxxx, University of Warwick. 
 

  

  

 

  



 

 

ENCRAFT joins MEBC 
 
Leamington Spa based Encraft is the latest business to become an MEBC member. Encraft is a leading 
independent consulting engineering firm specialising in microgeneration, on site renewables and low carbon 
buildings.  
 
The company works with commercial and community organisations, public bodies, and private homeowners 
to design and implement bespoke solutions to meet specific needs. It employs engineers of all disciplines, 
physicists and specialists in community engagement and has in depth experience in all renewable and 
traditional energy technologies. 

 

West Midlands TravelWise Annual Conference 
23rd October 
 
See icon below for moire information and booking details for the West Midlands TravelWise Annual 
Conference on 23rd October -' Smarter Working - Sharing the Experience'. The conference has been 
organised jointly through the West Midlands ACTTravelWise Regional Group and the West Midlands 
ACTTravelWise Business & Consultants Group and will be free of charge to all delegates. 
 
A new format is being explored for the conference this year in that it will commence at 8.30am with an 
interactive breakfast session and the day will end with lunch at 2pm.  There are some excellent speakers 
and workshops and the event is clearly an event not to be missed! 
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Midlands Environmental Business Company Limited 
The Environmental Business Centre 

Unit F3, The Arch • 48-52 Floodgate Street • Birmingham B5 5SL 
Tel: 0121 693 8338 • Fax: 0121 693 8448 
Email: davidm@ebc-info.co.uk  • Internet: 

http://www.mebconline.com 
Midlands Environmental Business Company Limited 

Registered in England & Wales • Registered Company Number:  3186541 
 

 
The MEBC is the official branch in the Midlands of 
the BCSD-UK which in turn is the only affiliated 

branch in the UK of the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development 


