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a 

Discounts for MEBC Members at BCSD-UK Anniversary Summit 
 

MEBC paid up members can enjoy a £50 discount off the £200 delegate fee for the BCSD-UK’s 
10th Anniversary Business Summit being held on March 26th in London. For more information on the 
event visit www.bcsd-uk.co.uk.  

 

 



 

A 

Sustainable Procurement at MEBC Event at ARUP 
 

 

Sustainable procurement will feature as the 
main topic at the MEBC event to be held 
on March 11th at the ARUP Campus at 
Solihull. Guest speaker on the subject will 
be ARUP’s own Nick Mitchard, Associate, 
Sustainable Procurement and the Public 
Sector. 
 
Second keynote speaker, Steve Wallace, 
Global Head of Environment, 
National Grid, will talk about “increasing 
the sustainability of our activities”. 
 
Delegates will be invited to complete an 
MEBC survey about procurement which 
hopefully will indicate whether or not the 
Government has got it right in terms of 
helping SMEs respond to government 
tender opportunities. 

  

 

A 

Location Visit - Birmingham’s First Eco Village – April 2nd 
 

The Summerfield Eco-Village Partnership is an initiative started by local residents. It was the winner of 
the Public Sector category of The National Energy Efficiency Awards 2008. 
 
The Eco Village includes eco homes with recycled denim and wool insulation; air source heat pumps; 
high frequency lighting; kitchens of 100% recycled materials; sun-pipes; solar panels. Over 300 homes 
have solar panels and energy saving devices. The scheme includes a new eco office; a community 
facility; eco web site; eco radio station; school scheme. 
 

From 14.00 to 16.00, limited numbers only – registration on first in basis. £15 plus VAT. 50% discount 
for MEBC and BCSD-UK members. 
 
For more information or to register, email jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk  

 

 

A 

RACTA – MAY 21st at Sustainability Live 
 

MEBC will be supporting the Advantage West Midlands sponsored Renewable And Clean Technology 
Audit workshop being held at the NEC, Birmingham on the final day of the Sustainability Live show. The 
event will take a business look at progress and barriers in the development of emerging new markets.   
 
 

 

 



A 

CRC and Carbon Trading – an Interactive Event on April 28th 
 

The mysteries of Carbon Reduction Commitments and carbon trading will hopefully be blown asunder at 
an MEBC supported event on April 28th in Birmingham. The second BCSD-UK General Meeting of the 
year will be held in conjunction with the Local Government Information Unit and will feature challenging 
delegates to manage a fictitious organisation facing demands of carbon reduction and will introduce 
marginal abatement cost curves to those who have never encountered them before. 
 
The event is sponsored by Advantage West Midlands and support sponsored by Birmingham City 
Council. 
 
Free event.  For more information and to register, contact jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk  

 

 

A 

MEBC Welcomes New Members 
 

We are delighted to welcome into membership Enpure Ltd. 
 

 

A 

EA Seeks New Blood for The REPAC 
 

A communication from the Environment Agency reads: “We are recruiting new members for our two 
statutory advisory committees, Regional Environmental Protection Advisory Committee (REPAC) and 
Regional Fisheries, Ecology and Recreation Advisory Committee (RFERAC).  
  
We are looking for people from the Midlands who can apply their knowledge and experience to identify 
ways to protect and preserve the environment; particularly around regulated industries, conservation 
and riparian owner issues, angling, recreation and navigation. 
  
Committee members influence our policies and ways of working; have an opportunity to work 
collaboratively with us and our broad network of committee members to make things happen. 
  
Our Midlands committees meet three times a year at our Solihull office.  REPAC specifically 
concentrates on pollution control, water resources, air quality and control of complex industrial 
processes as well as the disposal of controlled waste.  RFERAC focuses on fisheries, recreation, 
navigation and conservation.  Committee members are not paid but all expenses are reimbursed. 
  
I do hope you will be able to submit a nomination.  Completed application forms must be received by 
31st  March 2009.  Further information on the committees, the current committee members and meeting 
minutes are on our Midlands Committee internet pages – visit www.environment-agency.gov.uk then 
select About Us >  Our Organisations > Our Boards and Committees. If you have any questions 
regarding committee recruitment, please contact Harriet Templar on 0121 711 5995 or via 
harriet.templar@environment-agency.gov.uk”. 

 

 

A 

Environment Agency Seeks Answers 
 

The Environment Agency is seeking responses to its consultation on the draft River Basin Management 
Plan for the Severn. Using a new river basin planning approach it has a new opportunity to plan for and 
deliver, with the help of others, a better water environment. 
  
They aim to achieve:  
      -          cleaner inland and coastal waters 

-          wiser, sustainable use of water  
-          healthy ecosystems for wildlife that live in and around water 
-          rivers and lakes that are valued features of our urban and rural landscape. 



  
The consultation process allows anyone with an interest in the water environment or the river basin 
planning process the opportunity to comment. 
  
The Severn River Basin District is home to over 5.3 million people and covers an area of 21,590 square 
kilometres, with around one third of the district in Wales.  As well the River Severn and its main 
tributaries the district includes the rivers of South East Wales and those of the counties of Avon and 
Somerset that drain into the Severn Estuary.  There are a large number of habitat and wildlife areas, 
many of national and international importance.  Although mostly rural in character, the district also has 
several major urban centres including Bristol, Cardiff and Coventry.  
  
The Agency will improve the water environment by using cost-effective and innovative solutions.  Where 
possible they will deal with pollution at source and make sure everyone plays their part.  
  
The consultation runs until 22nd June 2009.  Any person may make representations to the Agency 
regarding the contents of the draft plan by completing the online response form on the Environment 
Agency’s web site www.environment-agency.gov.uk/wfd which also contains details of the Severn River 
Basin District and liaison panel memberships.  
  
Alternatively, representations can be made via email to severnRBD@environment-agency.gov.uk, or in 
writing to: Harriet Templar, Environment Agency, Sapphire East, 550 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, West 
Midlands, B91 1QT      
                                                                                                                         
Copies of the draft River Basin Management Plan consultation are available from their website, or can 
be provided in other forms including inspection at their offices.  For details or any other questions, 
please contact Harriet Templar at the Solihull address or on 0121 711 5995. 
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