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Sustainable Development Business News 

from MEBC 
 

First established in 1992, MEBC is a business networ k run as a not-for-profit, limited 
liability company by Midlands regional business peo ple to promote sustainable 

development as a sensible business proposition.  
 

www.mebconline.com  
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Green Roof Location Visit  Diary Date – Breakfast Briefing on India  

Diary Date – Site Visit to Wolseley � Diary Date - AGM  

Diary Date – Business Success Dinner  Invitation to “Green Ventures 2008”  
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This was a story of plastic cows and tyres, a dead pigeon, peregrine falcons, kestrels, a walk of 
faith, and an exploration of what a “green roof” is . Led by Dr Adam Bates of The University of 
Birmingham and sponsored by Alastair Moseley from W SP Group, this MEBC Location Visit by 
good fortune chose a day when the sun shone through out the visit to roof tops at The University 
of Birmingham, Fort Dunlop and the Birmingham Volun tary Service Council. 
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The Sedumroof at Fort Dunlop is 
the most commonly applied ‘off 
the shelf’ solution. Here it is seen 
with added extras – plastic cows 
and tyres. 
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“Green roof”, so Dr Adam explained, 
is a general term for any roof 
covered with a growth substrate 
with plants growing on it. There are 
other terms for the same thing 
including biodiversity roofs, eco-
roofs, living roofs, brown roofs, 
rooftop gardens and roof gardens. 
They are all types of green roof. Dr 
Bates’ full PowerPoint presentation 
can be downloaded via 
www.mebconline.com. 
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During the course of the visits, nesting 
facilities for peregrine falcons built into the 
regeneration of the former world leading tyre 
factory were seen at Fort Dunlop. That the 
birds of prey have taken to this facility was 
evidenced by a couple of pigeon corpses on 
the green roof. 
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The Location Visit at The University of Birmingham with 
the University Tower much in evidence – home to a very 
noisy but camera shy kestrel. 
On the right are some of the test beds at the University. 
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Dr Bates’ presentation from the visit is available in the Document Library of the MEBC website 
www.mebconline.com.  
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Paul Mountain of Martineau Johnson provides us with a report of the highlights of a UK Trade and 
Industry delegation to Mumbai and Kolkata, giving a personal view on the opportunities for increased 
commerce and FDI between the English Midlands and India es
technologies and renewable energy and the environmental challenges that the growth of the Indian 
economy presents both to India and the wider world.
�
For more information and to register to attend please contact 
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Hosted by Eversheds LLP in Birmingham.
�
For more information and to register to attend please contact 
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Final visit was to Birmingham Voluntary 
Service Council’s building 
City centre (left). 
 
 
Below is a view up the light well at Fort 
Dunlop with the glass ‘walk of faith’ on 
the top. 
 

 

presentation from the visit is available in the Document Library of the MEBC website 
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Paul Mountain of Martineau Johnson provides us with a report of the highlights of a UK Trade and 
Industry delegation to Mumbai and Kolkata, giving a personal view on the opportunities for increased 
commerce and FDI between the English Midlands and India especially related to environmental 
technologies and renewable energy and the environmental challenges that the growth of the Indian 
economy presents both to India and the wider world. 

For more information and to register to attend please contact jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk
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The recently opened Wolseley Sustainable Building 
Centre at Leamington Spa provides a unique single 
point of contact for data and information, and the focal 
point for Wolseley’s sustainable products strategy. It is a 
unique facility featuring many products in a real working 
environment. Products are accessible both in the fabric 
of the building and in the display galleries. The Centre 
also has a dedicated presentation theatre.
�
For more information and to register to attend please 
contact jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk

Hosted by Eversheds LLP in Birmingham. 

For more information and to register to attend please contact jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk

Final visit was to Birmingham Voluntary 
Service Council’s building close to the 

 

Below is a view up the light well at Fort 
Dunlop with the glass ‘walk of faith’ on 

 

presentation from the visit is available in the Document Library of the MEBC website – 

Paul Mountain of Martineau Johnson provides us with a report of the highlights of a UK Trade and 
Industry delegation to Mumbai and Kolkata, giving a personal view on the opportunities for increased 

pecially related to environmental 
technologies and renewable energy and the environmental challenges that the growth of the Indian 

info.co.uk.  
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Sustainable Building 
Centre at Leamington Spa provides a unique single 
point of contact for data and information, and the focal 
point for Wolseley’s sustainable products strategy. It is a 
unique facility featuring many products in a real working 

t. Products are accessible both in the fabric 
of the building and in the display galleries. The Centre 
also has a dedicated presentation theatre. 

For more information and to register to attend please 
info.co.uk.�

info.co.uk.�
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Dr Stewart Davies, formerly MD of Corus and Rugby Cement, now Business Commissioner for the 
Sustainable Development Commission, is the key speaker for this growingly popular event. 
�
For more information and to register to attend please contact jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk.�
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Greenwatt Ltd is pleased to be working as UK partner to the Potsdam Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and invites you to attend the 11th international partnership event Green Ventures , which will 
take place from 4th to 6th June 2008 in Potsdam, near Berlin  www.green-ventures.com     
 
Green Ventures, one of the biggest events held for the energy and environmental sector in Germany 
focuses on recycling & renewable materials, energy, construction, water, air & soil.  The objective of the 
event is to create profitable business contacts through a well-organised ‘business dating’ programme. 
One-to-one meetings are set up between different companies and organizations who are interested in 
discussing some form of co-operation – e.g. subcontracting, distribution, technology transfer 
opportunities or just exchanging experiences. 
 
Last year 251 companies and organizations attended Green Ventures 2007 representing Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, Poland, Russia, UK, China, Italy, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Tunisia and of 
course, Germany.  
 
This year, Top Energy Berlin, a major event focusing on Power, Gas and Renewables, is running in 
Berlin from 3rd – 5th June 2008 so company representatives will have the opportunity to attend both 
events during the same trip - www.top-energy-berlin.de 
 
A nominal fee of €50 for foreign company participants to Green Ventures is the only entry requirement 
which includes the following comprehensive service package: 
 

·  Publication of your company profile in the printed and Internet catalogue 
·  Organization of one-to-one company meetings (usually 30 mins each) 
·  Translation services during Green Ventures - if needed. Conference language is English 
·  Lunch on 5th and 6th June 2008 and drinks during Green Ventures 
·  Opening ceremony on 4th June 2008 (evening) 
·  Excursions to innovative firms/projects in the Berlin-Brandenburg Region on 6th June 2008 

 
A catalogue with company profiles of all participants will be published in May, so you can identify and 
select in advance the companies you would like to meet at the event.  Please note that registrations are 
required before 30th April 2008 to ensure your company is included in the catalogue. A programme of 
meetings with your selected companies will be organized for you in advance of the event. 
 
If you would like to attend please register on  www.green-ventures.com   or compete and fax the 
attached registration form  (fax: +49-331-2786191) before 30th April 2008 to ensure your company is 
included in the catalogue. 
 
If you require further details please contact Torsten Stehr (Tel:++49-331-2786283) or contact Greenwatt 
(Tel: 01789 207 377 or email: ruth@greenwatt.co.uk). 
 
If you are unable to send your own company representative but would like to have presence at the event 
or make direct contact with other companies, then Greenwatt are able to represent your company for a 
small fee based on the number of company meetings arranged.�
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David Middleton  
CEO 
MEBC 
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Midlands Environmental Business Company Limited 

The Environmental Business Centre 
Unit F3, The Arch • 48-52 Floodgate Street • Birmingham B5 5SL 

Tel: 0121 693 8338 • Fax: 0121 693 8448 
Email: jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk  • Internet: http://www.mebconline.com 

Midlands Environmental Business Company Limited 
Registered in England & Wales • Registered Company Number:  3186541 
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