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AMW’s Landfill Diversion Strategy identifies opportunities for waste investment
Advantage West Midlands has today launched its Landfill Diversion Strategy that will stimulate economic growth in waste industries and help accelerate the drive to create a world-class waste infrastructure for the region. 

The Landfill Diversion Strategy is the latest output from the AWM’s low carbon regional economic strategy which identified a need to address the lack of existing waste infrastructure and anticipated that by 2021 the West Midlands would create some 3.7 million tonnes of waste more than it can deal with. 

A key component of the Strategy is a Location Analysis Tool that identifies priority locations for investment across the region that are most suited to a range of waste technologies.  

“This is a real step forward for the region and a first for the UK.  We anticipate it will stimulate discussions to accelerate the process to create new waste facilities as an alternative to landfill.  The West Midlands now has a clear strategy ensuring it is a leader in waste industries”, said Mark Pearce, AWM’s Corporate Director for Economic Regeneration..
The Location Analysis Tool identifies locations most suitable for waste technologies as an alternative to landfill, including: Organic (composting), Dry Recycling (segregation and reprocessing) and Recovery (including energy from waste, combined heat and power schemes and mechanical and biological treatment).    The suitability of the locations has been determined by a robust model analysing some 50 individual constraint parameters (eg. proximity to communities, distance to utilities and required infrastructures, setting within areas of outstanding natural beauty etc).  
Some 34 locations were identified as representing the best opportunities for the specific waste technologies. 

The Landfill Diversion Strategy presents overview maps of the region identifying the suitability of each waste technology to specific locations.  The AWM team are able to work with organisations to create more detailed bespoke models through adjusting the priority weighting for any of the 50 constraint parameters.

The 34 locations identified as suitable for a specific waste technology were visited to verify their appropriateness.
AWM believes there are benefits for all interested in the development of new waste infrastructures:
· For waste management companies, developers and financiers, it allows independent identification of the most suitable locations to support their processes to develop proposals or secure capital finance.  For sites already owned, landowners and developers will gain from knowing the most appropriate waste technology to consider.
· For Local Authorities, it creates a simple guide to use in planning discussions with developers and waste companies to overview options and prioritise opportunities.
· For communities it allows greater awareness and understanding on the priorities and requirements for waste infrastructures and the depth of thinking that has been invested into ensuring locations identified cause the minimum disruption.
The Landfill Diversion Strategy has been developed with the support of AWM’s Waste Infrastructure Advisory Group, which was set up to bring together key players in waste industries and environmental groups and provide regional leadership.  The Group provides guidance and direction in AWM’s approach to developing a world-class waste infrastructure, including planning issues, raising the profile of the West Midlands waste industries and raising quality standards.

“We have no choice but to develop new waste infrastructures to divert waste from landfill.  In the West Midlands, we have a real opportunity to raise the bar on standards and performance and be recognised for demonstrating leadership and stimulating business.    The Landfill Diversion Strategy is a cornerstone of our programme and above all will help all parties to understand the locations which are most suitable opportunities for their needs,” said Peter Jones, independent waste advisor to Government and Chair of the Waste Infrastructure Advisory Group.
Copies of the Landfill Diversion strategy can be downloaded from Advantage West Midlands website www.advantagewm.co.uk 
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